
2010  __________________________

Old Main’s rear wing roof 
collapses leaving the building 
exposed to the elements.
 
JUNE 15, 2011 ___________

The Milwaukee Soldiers 
Home is named to the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation’s list of 
“America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places” 
thanks to a nomination submitted by MPA.

JUNE 30, 2011 _________________

The Soldiers Home is named a 
National Historic Landmark.

SEPTEMBER 2011 _______________

A Programmatic Agreement is 
signed between the Milwaukee VA, and a number 
of consulting parties including the National 
Park Service and the Wisconsin State Historic 
Preservation Office. The VA commits to begin 
stabilization of Old Main and the Ward Memorial 
Theater and continued rehabilitation of the District.

NOVEMBER 2011 _______________________________

The National Trust and MPA launch the Community 
Advisory Council (CAC) comprised  
of veterans, neighbors and 
preservationists, as well as civic, 
community and business leaders.  
The group advocates for the 
protection, repair and rehabilitation 
of the Milwaukee VA Soldiers Home.

SEPTEMBER 2012 _______________

The VA commences stabilization  
of the rear wing of Old Main.

DECEMBER 2012 _______________________

The Soldiers Home is recognized as a 
National Treasure by the National Trust.

JANUARY 2013  __________

The VA completes roof 
stabilization work on the 
rear wing of Old Main and 
commences stabilization of 
Ward Memorial Theater.

JULY 2013  _________________________

The National Trust and MPA launch a 
free walking tour Smartphone app. 

DECEMBER 2013 ___________________

MPA launches a fundraising campaign 
for Soldiers Home signage along I-94 
and the Hank Aaron State Trail.

MAY 2014  _____________________________________

MPA reaches its fundraising goal, raising 
enough funds to purchase and install landmark 
guide signage along I-94 and interpretive 
signage along the Hank Aaron State Trail.

JUNE 2014  ____________________________________

The VA requests Expressions of Interest from 
qualified development teams for an opportunity 
to renovate historic Soldiers 
Home structures. 

JULY 2014  __________________

Signage is added to 
I-94 to direct people to 
the Soldiers Home.

DECEMBER 2014 _______________________________

The National Trust, MPA and CAC urge WisDOT 
and the FHWA to pursue the I-94 expansion 
option with the least negative effect on the 
Soldiers Home and Wood National Cemetery.

FEBRUARY 2015  _______________________________

WisDOT and FHWA recommend the 
at-grade expansion of I-94 — a great 
victory for the Soldiers Home.

SUMMER 2015  ______________

The VA commences repairs 
to Ward Theater, the Old 
Hospital and the Barracks 
Buildings, including re-
roofing projects, façade 
repairs, masonry work and exterior painting.

NOVEMBER 2015  ___________

The National Trust and MPA 
launch an informational video 
about the Soldiers Home 
designed to tell the story of the Soldiers Home 
— both its history and our vision for its future. 

FEBRUARY 2016  _______________________________

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs issues 
an RFP seeking responses from developers 
interested in using Enhanced Use Leases (EULs) 
to rehabilitate a number of unused historic 
buildings in the Milwaukee Soldiers Home 
District for homeless veteran housing. 

JUNE 2016  _________________

The National Trust and  
MPA unveil new interpretive 
signage along the Hank 
Aaron State Trail.

AUGUST 2016  _________________________________

The U.S. 
Department of 
Veterans Affairs 
(VA) selects a 
local team’s 
proposal to 
rehabilitate and 
restore six of 
the Milwaukee 
Soldiers Home District’s buildings — 
including Old Main — to their original 
purpose — the service of veterans.

MILWAUKEE SOLDIERS HOME

SAVETHESOLDIERSHOME.COMSAVE THE SOLDIERS HOME @SAVESOLDRSHOME

Established just after the Civil War, the Milwaukee VA Soldiers Home contains some of the oldest and most 
historic buildings in the VA system. In June 2011, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, in partnership 
with the Milwaukee Preservation Alliance, named the Milwaukee Soldiers Home to its list of “America’s 11 Most 
Endangered Historic Places” and launched an effort to raise awareness of the Soldiers Home and encourage the 
VA to return the District’s vacant buildings to their original purpose: the service of veterans. Over the last five 
years, significant progress has been made:


